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Come you masters of war 

You that build all the guns 

You that build the death planes 

You that build all the bombs 

You that hide behind walls 

You that hide behind desks 

I just want you to know 

I can see through your masks. 

 
Singer-songwriter Bob Dylan, lyrics from "Masters 

of War," 196  

 

"Who is the enemy? How can you 

distinguish between the civilians and 

the noncivilians? The same people 

who come and work in the bases at 

daytime, they just want to shoot and 

kill you at nighttime. So, how can you 

distinguish between the two? The 

good or the bad? All of them look the 

same." 

 
Private Varnado Simpson, a U.S. soldier from 

Charlie Company of the 23rd Infantry Division, 

1969  

 

Vietnam was always, in a single 

moment, dreadful, funny, nightmar-

ish, ecstatic. In its moments of high-

est drama, it was always its own best 

and worst parody. 

 
PHILIP D. BEIDLER, American Literature and the 

Experience of Vietnam 

 

I think we have all underestimated 

the seriousness of this situation. 

Like giving cobalt treatment to a 

terminal cancer case. I think a long 

protracted war will disclose our 

weakness, not our strength. 

 
GEORGE W. BALL, remarks to U.S. President 

Lyndon Johnson during a White House meeting, 

July 21, 1965 
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T

    To the members and asso-

ciates of Chapter 196 

 

    “MISSION ACCOM-

PLISHED.” That is what hap-

pened at the National Con-

vention. After all these years 

National finally got the mes-

sage loud and clear, we vot-

ed to go with last man stand-

ing. Along the way, we voted 

in a new president and Char-

lie Montgomery was voted in 

as a director. This was dis-

cussed at last months meet-

ing by Jim, Freddie, Robert 

and Jim.  

I

    I had just come home 

from the ICU and was unable 

to attend the last meeting. I 

want to thank my officers for 

stepping up to the plate and 

conducting the meeting.  

A

    A big thank you to the 

ones who signed up to ring 

the bell for the Salvation 

Army. We have been doing 

this for over 15 years and 

this is one way of giving back 

to the community.  

D

    December 14th, we will 

have our annual Christmas 

dinner. In the past four years 

the chapter provided the 

meats (pot roast and chick-

en) and we ended up with a 

lot of leftovers as the attend-

ance was low. This had been 

occurring even before Covid. 

This years dinner will be spa-

ghetti, salad, bread and des-

sert. In the past you were 

asked to bring something; 

you will not have to do it this 

year. Please RSVP to Fran 

Crowder at 434-610-3181. 

 

Keeping you informed,  

D

David Stokes, President 
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Minutes for November 9, 2021 Membership Meeting 

    Chapter 2nd Vice- 

President Jim Purdy 

called the meeting to 

order at 7:00PM fol-

lowed by The Pledge of 

Allegiance, Prayer and 

draping of the POW/MIA 

banner. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MEMBERSHIP  

    VVA-208 members  

    AVVA-31 

 

FINANCIAL  

    Report was given by 

Financial Secretary. 

 

CHAPLAINS REPORT  

   Chaplain, Will Strong, 

gave his report and 

stressed to those in at-

tendance that he is 

available for counseling 

if anyone needs it. 

 

AVVA 

    A donation was made 

in the amount of $500 

to Project Friendship 

The chapter has dis-

cussed becoming incor-

porated. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

    All of the officers gave 

reports on committee 

meetings they attended 

while at the National 

Convention. 

 

    The Bean dinner held 

last month was a great 

success and raised 

$875. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

    Ben Carson will be the 

Keynote speaker at the 

Valor Farm Veterans Day 

Ceremony. 

    There will also be a 

service at Monument 

Terrace as well. 

 

    Amherst Middle 

School will also be recog-

nizing veterans in Am-

herst, Va. 

On Dec 11 American Le-

gion Post 16 will be cele-

brating their 100th Anni-

versary with a dinner for 

all American Legion 

members. 

 

    The AVVA said they are 

discussing becoming in-

corporated. 

 

    Meeting adjourned at 

8:15 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Robert Crowder, Secre-

tary VVA Chapter 196 
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    Danny joined the Naval Reserve 

in Lynchburg on March 14, 1966.  

Danny served two years active duty 

and 13 years in the Naval reserve. 

 

    Danny said he joined the Navy 

because the draft was breathing 

down his back and wanted to finish 

high school.  Danny wanted to go to 

a trade school, but he knew that he 

would probably be drafted right out 

of high school, so he thought he 

would join the Navy and get a trade 

school, which he did. 

 

    Danny’s duty station started at 

Recruit Training Center, Great 

Lakes Illinois for boot camp.  On 

April 6 Danny received orders for 

Naval Training Center, Great Lakes 

for class "A" school to begin on the 

10th of April and had to be there 

April 9th.  Danny’s  “A” school train-

ing was for Interior Communica-

tions.  Interior communications is 

any kind of communications ship 

board which consist of the under-

water log, the speedometer in lay-

men terms, the gyrocompass, so 

we'll know which direction we're 

going, and plotting systems , so the 

vessel will know what's around and 

where it’s going.  Additionally, 

sound powered phones, engine or-

der telegraph, steering system, the 

wind system, speed and direction is 

fed into the gun computer for accu-

rate shooting, the ships entertain-

ment system and movie projectors.  

The announcing systems,  21 MC 

was call the Captain's system which 

went to different compartments for 

more private talks.   All gauges in 

both engine rooms and both boiler 

rooms, keeping the salinity system 

in perfect order so the vessel has 

good water.  

 

    Danny’s rate required that he 

obtain  a secret security Clarence 

because he had to go in every com-

partment and space aboard ship. 

 

     After "A" school Danny was as-

signed to the USS Vogelgesang 

DD862, a Gearing class destroyer. 

 

    Danny’s first long cruise was to  

the Mediterranean where they 

stopped at Golfe Juan France, Na-

ples and Genoa Italy, Barcelona 

and Malaga Spain, Valletta Malta 

and Izmir Turkey. The USS Vogelge-

sang then did a North Atlantic 

cruise for 3 months and only 

stopped at Halifax, Nova Scotia.  

While in Halifax Danny saw Anne 

Murray before she became a big 

recording star. 

 

    After leaving Halifax The USS Vo-

gelgesang did a South Atlantic 

cruise for three months and 

stopped at Rio de Janeiro.  Danny 

got to become a shellback on this 

cruise.  (A shellback is one who 

crosses the equator and endures 

an ancient Naval ceremony.) 

Danny’s ship then stopped at St 

Thomas and Martinique and then 

spent a lot of time in and out of 

San Juan Puerto Rico. 

 

    Danny’s first visit to the Monu-

ment Terrace Support The Troop 

Rally was on October 2017 and 

was welcomed and it made him 

want to come back for return visits.  

After the second or third time hat 

the Rally, he felt like family and 

that's what it has turned into.  Dan-

ny said he keeps returning is  be-

cause he feels like our troops need 

everyone's support.   Danny said 

“We did not get that (support) when 

we returned from our duty or while 

we were on duty.  We'd see the 

news of what was happening here 

and it wasn't good.” 

 

    Danny is a proud member and a 

director of the Vietnam Veterans of 

America, Lynchburg Chapter 196, a 

member of the Lynchburg Area Vet-

erans Council, a member of the 

American Legion, and a member of 

the Patriot Guard. 

 

    Danny said he likes the idea of 

the honor bricks at Monument Ter-

race and he is waiting for the next 

order to be filled and placed there.  

Danny thinks the honor bricks mes-

sage needs to be brought up more 

as people tend to forget, he said he 

does if not reminded. 

Daniel L. Coffman (Danny)  VVA Member, Navy Veteran  by Steve Bozeman and Dan Coffman 
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    Today was a huge mile stone of 20 

years of veterans and patriots of all 

eras spanning over 70 years from 

WWII to current Iraq and Afghanistan 

vets  that have stood together for 

1,043 consecutive Fridays in front of 

the iconic WWI Dough Boy for a 

cause greater then themselves.   We 

all have stood our “watch” while in 

the service no matter what the 
weather conditions and the same is 

at Monument Terrace.  From the 

“dog days” of summer to the harsh 

freezing rain and snow in the win-

ter, our resolve nev-

er wavered because we didn’t 

want to disappoint others knowing 

they would show up.  There were 

over 100 veterans and patri-

ots standing together on a cold and 

windy Friday, but everyone was smil-

ing and greeting each other after 

Thanksgiving Day showing our 

“thanks” for the freedom we enjoy to 

assemble peacefully.  

  

    Many see me as the “face” of 

Monument Terrace Troop Rally, but 

over these 20 years each and every 

one of you have played a major role 

and keeping the faith of our weekly 

mission.  The joke is if there is a 

camera or reporter nearby don’t get 

in the way of Bozeman as he will 

knock you out of the way to get there 

first.  Believe me I have had my fair 

share of media coverage, but I al-

ways want others to share their 

thoughts as well and speak.  
  

    The many blessing I have gained 

over the 20 years is meeting you all 

and hearing of your military service, 

which I always find interesting as we 

all had an important role in serving 

our great country when she called.  I 

hope each of you have felt what we 

do is important every Friday and the 

many friendships made that bonds 

us together to help out in our com-

munity in ways that we can.   I think 

the Vietnam Veterans of America 

Chapter has become more stronger 

since our rally started on November 

30, 2001 and our gain of members 

have shown that due to so many Vi-

etnam veterans attending the rally 

have joined up.  If I recall, back when 

I was President in 2000 our member-

ship was well under 75 and now it’s 
over 200.  Current and long standing 

President, David Stokes, has been 

very instrumental in leading out 

chapter and he also plays a major 

role at Monument Terrace every Fri-

day as well as many other VVA 196 

members.  

  

    In closing, I always share my story 

of how I was spared having my name 

on the WALL is because the Good 

Lord protected me to be able to play 

an instrumental role in starting the 

weekly rally and able to keep it going 

for 20 years with the help of so 

many.  That I am so thankful for and 

the many friendships gained.  I hope 

HE will allow me many more years to 

do more of his works.   

  

Steve Bozeman  

Vietnam 1966-67, 1968-69  

U.S. Marine Corps, Semper Fi 

Monument Terrace Troop Rally 20th Year Anniversary, November 26, 2021  by Steve Bozeman 
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   I was told that Dan McLaughlin 

was a must-interview Veteran, and 

after spending a few minutes with 

him a few Fridays ago, I can defi-

nitely understand why.  He’s a man 

of few words, a little imposing, and 

maybe just a little bit cocky.  In oth-

er words, he’s definitely a Veteran. 

    Dan served with the United 

States Navy from 1963-1968.  

More specifically, he was a Navy 

Seal.  I asked him what made him 

join, and he said simply, “To be a 

Navy Seal.”  Being a Naval Special 

Operator is all he can ever remem-

ber wanting to do since around the 

age of 13.  It took two years of 

training, but he reached his goal, 

and then proceeded to do three six-

month tours in Vietnam.  When not 

in-country, he was stationed at Na-

val Base San Diego.   

    Dan lives in Chatham, but the 

hour-long drive doesn’t prevent him 

from participating in the Monument 

Terrace Troops Rally every Friday.  

He appreciates the camaraderie of 

the rally, and sharing stories with 

fellow Veterans.  He feels like he 

benefits greatly from talking to oth-

ers, and he hopes that others gain 

as much from talking to him.   

    Dan is currently a massage ther-

apist for Veterans, basically work-

ing for free.  “It’s not a non-profit…

but it’s also not for profit.  In fact, 

it’s really not any income at all,” he 

told me.   

    Dan is also quite the athlete, 

having participated in triathlons, 

three of which he competed with 

fellow Veteran Steve Bozeman.  He 

has plans to compete in a fourth 

triathlon with Steve, about which 

he warned playfully, “I will kick Ste-

ve’s ass this time.”   

    I asked Dan if there was any one 

thing in particular that he wanted 

to share, and after thinking it over 

for a moment, he said humbly, “I 

went to Vietnam to help the people 

there…I saved quite a few lives.  

That’s what I was there to do.  

That’s how it works, we all just did 

what we were trained to do.”     

P.S. by Steve Bozeman: 

     A few years ago Dan showed up 

at Monument Terrace and right 

away he and I hit it off as we had 

so much in common besides serv-

ing in the military.  He was a hard 

charging triathlete who was very 

competitive and so was I back in 

the day.  Plus, our common bond of 

him being a Vietnam vet and see-

ing similar combat action just made 

it better.  Yes, he was a fat, out of 

shape SEAL, but once I got him mo-

tivated to start doing triathlons 

again he started losing weight and 

getting fit again.  I was happy to 

beat him to the finish line many 

times, but being a SEAL I expect he 

will beat me one day. 

 

    Last September he decided he 

wanted to run the Va. Ten Miler and 

carry the Christian Flag in the Color 

Guard, so away we went with 20 

other flag bearers on race day.  He 

told me at the 1.5 mile mark he will 

make a decision to run the 4 miler 

or 10 miler.  As I jogged up to the 2 

mile mark, low and behold I turned 

around and there was Dan running 

with the Color Guard and I knew it 

was going to epic.  I knew then he 

was up for the challenge and we 

both crossed the 10 miler together 

as well as my daughter Megan and 

the rest of the Color Guard, which I 

attached "Black Sashes" to all the 

22 flags in remembrance of those 

13 killed at the Kabul Airport.  I was 

so proud of Dan and this was spe-

cial as it was the 20th anniversary 

of the 9/11 attack. 
 

 

 

 

 

Dan McLaughlin—A Navy Seal  by Jami Womack 



Vol 11  Issue 10 Page 6 

Steve Bozeman provided this article from Mark Thomas, Senior Community Relations Coordinator for Southside Electric Cooperative 

Living Magazine. 
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There is another great article about the Monument Terrace Troop Rally in the Lynchburg Living November-December magazine which is free and 

available almost anywhere.  I was given permission by them to reproduce it in this newsletter, but unfortunately it is five pages long and I did not want to 

dedicate that much space for this newsletter.  If you are unable to get the physical magazine, you can go to www.lycnhburgliv ing.com and read the article 

on line or email me at drafting_teacher@hotmail.com I can email you the five pages Lynchburg Living sent me.  Andy Anderson  
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

