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I think we have all underesti-

mated the seriousness of this 

situation. Like giving cobalt 

treatment to a terminal can-

cer case. I think a long pro-

tracted war will disclose our 

weakness, not our strength. 

 
GEORGE W. BALL, remarks to U.S. 

President Lyndon Johnson during a 

White House meeting, July 21, 1965 
 

In revealing the workings of 

government that led to the 

Vietnam War, the newspa-

pers nobly did precisely that 

which the Founders hoped 

and trusted they would do. 

 
HUGO L. BLACK, judicial opinion, 

June 30, 1971 

 

The Vietnam War is more than 

50 years old and veterans of 

that conflict are aging. We need 

to get them to share their stories 

and experiences during the war 

with young people who know 

very little about it. 

 
RODNEY WHATLEY, "PSC Theater 

Director Bridging Gaps With Play 

About Vietnam War", Pensacola 

State College News, October 18, 

2016 

 

This war has already stretched 

the generation gap so wide that 

it threatens to pull the country 

apart. 

 
FRANK CHURCH, speech on the 

Senate floor, May 13, 1970 

 

You have a row of dominoes 

set up; you knock over the 

first one, and what will hap-

pen to the last one is that it 

will go over very quickly. 

 
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, press 

conference, April 7, 1954 
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    To the members 
and associates of 
Chapter 196 

I hope you attend-
ed one of the Me-
morial Day ceremo-
nies in our area. At 
Monument Terrace, 
we had a large turn
-out for the pro-
gram. I think the 
nice weather and 
the lifting of the 
COVID restrictions 
had a lot to do as 
people are anxious 
to get out and get 
back to a normal 
year. 

At the VA Com-
manders meeting 
last week, they 
asked that you con-
tact the CCBOC or 

Salem whenever 
you receive your 
treatment to let 
them know when, 
where and which 
injection you were 
given to update 
your immunization 
records. You can 
call or stop by, 
whichever suits you 
the best. 

We will be having a 
State Council 
meeting at the end 
of June. I will report 
what took place. 

Next meeting is on 
the 8th of June at 
7:00 p.m. in the 
main hall. 

Keeping you in-
formed, 

David Stokes, 
President 
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 May 11, 2021 Meeting Minutes 

Chapter President David Stokes called the meeting to 

order at 7:00PM followed by The Pledge of Allegiance, 

Prayer and draping of the POW/MIA banner. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 

MEMBERSHIP - VVA-206 members AVVA-30 

 

FINANCIAL—Report was given by Financial Secretary. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mike Morris has resigned the position of Chaplain for 

Chapter 196. 

 

T-shirts are still being considered for the chapter. 

Otto Davis has updated the Chapter on the POW/MIA 

monument reinstallation. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Shots are available for spouses at the Salem VA. 

Valor Farms is still moving forward with projects/

volunteer days on the 1st & 3rd Saturdays every month. 

There will be Memorial Day services at Monument Ter-

race done by MOWW and VFW starting at 11:30. 

The American Legion is having a cookout at the Legion 

from 1 to 3:30 at the Pavilion. 

 

Quilts of Valor ceremony scheduled for May has been 

rescheduled on August 18. 

 

A ceremony has also been scheduled for Post Everlast-

ing at 8:00 PM Memorial Day. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Robert Crowder, Secretary VVA Chapter 196 
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    (September 1961) The 

U.S. Army’s 5th Special Forc-

es Group (Airborne), 1st Spe-

cial Forces, is activated at 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

The Special Forces were 

formed to organize and train 

guerrilla bands behind ene-

my lines. President John F. 

Kennedy, a strong believer in 

the potential of the Special 

Forces in counterinsurgency 

operations, visited the Spe-

cial Warfare Center at Fort 

Bragg to review the program 

and authorized the Special 

Forces to wear the headgear 

that became their symbol, 

the Green Beret. The 5th S.F. 

Group was sent to Vietnam in 

October 1964, to assume 

control of all Special Forces 

operations in Vietnam. Prior 

to this time, Green Berets 

had been assigned to Vi-

etnam only on temporary du-

ty. The primary function of 

the Special Forces in Vi-

etnam was to organize the 

Civilian Irregular Defense 

Groups (CIDG) among South 

Vietnam’s Montagnard popu-

lation. The Montagnards, 

“mountain people” or 

“mountaineers,” were a 

group of indigenous people 

made up of several tribes, 

such as the Rhade, Bru, and 

Jarai, who lived mainly in the 

highland areas of Vietnam. 

These forces manned camps 

along the mountainous bor-

der areas to guard against 

North Vietnamese infiltra-

tion. At the height of the war 

the 5th S.F. controlled 84 

CIDG camps with more than 

42,000 CIDG strike forces 

and local militia units. The 

CIDG program ended in De-

cember 1970 with the trans-

fer of troops and mission to 

the South Vietnamese Bor-

der Ranger Command. In 

February 1971, the 5th Spe-

cial Forces Group was with-

drawn as part of the U.S. 

troop drawdown. 
 

 

This Day in September, 1961 



    Recently, my wife and I 

cleared out our rental 

storage unit. In the pro-

cess, we found many 

items that brought back 

memories all the way 

back to the time of our 

marriage 44 years ago. 

One of those items was 

in a large envelope with a 

POW-MIA logo and a re-

turn address for the Na-

tional League of Families 

of American Prisoners 

and Missing in Southeast 

Asia. It contained the MIA 

bracelet that my wife 

wore for many years and 

the biographical infor-

mation about the person 

whose name was 

stamped into that brace-

let. 

Source: Dan Doyle  A MIA bracelet with the 

name Capt. Bruce Nystrom. 

    The name: Captain 

Bruce August Nystrom. 

    In an effort to find out 

if he was still listed as 

Missing In Action, I found 

that, sadly, he is still 

listed so. I write this arti-

cle, then, to honor him 

and to keep his name be-

fore us all, to never forget 

the price he paid in ser-

vice to our nation. 

    Captain Nystrom was 

born in Marion, Ohio on 

October 18, 1927. He 

graduated from Harding 

High School there, and 

enlisted in the Navy un-

der the V-5 Aviation Ca-

det Program. He was or-

dered to active duty on 

July 1, 1945, at the very 

tail end of WWII. 

    Nystrom was designat-

ed a Naval Aviator on 

Aug. 13, 1948. He was 

commissioned on Jan. 

21, 1949. During the Ko-

rean War, then, he served 

as an aviator on the USS 

Princeton as a member 

of VF-193. He flew the 

F4U Corsairs and also 

served as the squadron 

Air Intelligence Officer. Af-

ter that war was over, 

Nystrom entered Stan-

ford University and gradu-

ated with a B.S. degree in 

engineering. 

    In December of 1965, 

then Commander Nys-

trom assumed the com-

mand of VA-172 and was 

deployed with his squad-

ron to the carrier, USS 

F.D. Roosevelt in June of 

1966. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Dan Doyle 

Nystrom served in Vietnam, but 

never came home. 
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    It was six months later, 

during this tour, that on 

Dec. 2, 1966 he and his 

wingman, Lt. Paul Worrell 

took off of the deck of 

the Roosevelt on a com-

bat armed reconnais-

sance mission in their 

A4C Skyhawk attack air-

craft missile fire and 

“disappeared” from radar 

shortly after crossing the 

coast line into North Vi-

etnam. 

    Both were listed as 

MIA at that time. Over the 

years after the war, both 

would be posthumously 

promoted. Nystrom to 

Captain and Worrell to Lt. 

Commander. Worrell’s re-

mains were later discov-

ered and returned to the 

U.S. and to his family in 

1985. At that time, Nys-

trom was listed in Intelli-

gence reports as 

“possibly dead.” 

    His remains have not 

yet been found. 

Source: Air Force Medical Service 

Vietnam veterans are still being brought 

nome from the war. 

    As I have written in the 

past, the concept of be-

ing listed as Missing in 

Action leaves gaping 

holes in the hearts and 

memories of the families. 

In the beginning, when 

that designation is first 

applied to one’s loved 

one, there is a weird ad-

mixture of feelings, hope 

that he is alive, and the 

nagging fears that go 

with imagining that he 

might be a POW or that 

he is somehow avoiding 

that and has not yet been 

able to be rescued. 

 Over time that admixture 

begins to settle into a 

nagging sense that he 

may be dead. Worse, is 

the feeling that you will 

never see him again, that 

he may never be found. 
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

