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I was too shocked to cry, too  

confused to take notes or ask  

questions, too bewildered to  

even think." 

 
New York Times correspondent  

David Halberstam, a witness to  

the self-immolation of a  

Buddhist monk in Saigon, 1963 

 

 

"If I left [the war in Vietnam] and let  

the communists take over South  

Vietnam, then I would be seen as a  

coward and my nation would be 

seen  

as an appeaser, and we would both  

find it impossible to accomplish  

anything for anybody anywhere on  

the entire globe." 

 
President Lyndon B. Johnson, 1964 

 

The mark of the immature man  

is that he wants to die nobly for  

a cause, while the mark of the  

mature man is that he wants to 

 live humbly for one." 
 

Time magazine editorial about Roger Allen L 

LaPorte, an American pacifist who set  himself  

on fire in protest of American policies in Vietnam,  

1965 

 

Come you masters of war 

You that build all the guns 

You that build the death planes 

You that build all the bombs 

You that hide behind walls 

You that hide behind desks 

I just want you to know 

I can see through your masks 

. 
Singer-songwriter Bob Dylan, lyrics from  

"Masters of War" 

   

 

 

"Before closing my eyes to Buddha,  

I respectfully plead to President  

Ngo Dinh Diem, asking him to be  

kind and tolerant toward his people  

and to enforce a policy of religious  

equality." 

 
The last written words of Thich  

Quang Duc, a Buddhist monk who  

burned himself to death to protest  

the regime in South Vietnam, 1963 
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To the members and associ-

ates of Chapter 196, 

An updated happy New 

Year!! The reason I am post-

ing this article is we haven’t 

had any meetings since last 

November so there wasn’t 

any need to put out a news-

letter. 

Last year was one I’m sure 

we all agree was one for the 

records book. Our chapter 

lost five members last year 

and already this year we 

have lost four more. I mailed 

sympathy cards to their fami-

lies for their loss. Some were 

active and some I had never 

met, but they were brothers 

and sisters. They will be 

missed. 

Mike Morris, who recently 

returned to Lynchburg and 

joined our chapter, wanted 

to get involved. He has been 

appointed as the Chapter 

Chaplain. If you need his 

service, you can reach him 

at 1-678-570- 7962. We 

have gone a long time with-

out a chaplain. Now more 

than ever, his services are 

needed. 

We will hold an in-person 

meeting this month at the 

Legion. UV lights have been 

installed to kill any germs 

and we will practice social 

distancing and wearing a 

mask. If for some reason, we 

can’t meet inside, ‘Plan B,’ 

we will have the meeting at 

the pavilion. Either way the 

meeting will be at 6:00. All of 

this is subject to change de-

pending on the weather. 

The Chapter Member of the 

Year will be recognized at 

the meeting. Maybe we can 

begin to get back to some-

what of a normal meeting. 

The AVVA will not be meeting 

at this time. Members are 

welcome to join us if you so 

choose. 

I will bring you up to date 

with what is going on at the 

State and National level. 

Keeping you informed, 

David Stokes, President 
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Mike Baber October 24, 1946—January 20, 2021 

Those of us that go to Mon-

ument Terrace on Fridays 

will always remember Mike 

Baber.  Mike unselfishly 

was the designated pho-

tographer.  If you have 

seen pictures from many 

years back on Facebook, or 

other areas of the Support 

The Troops Rally, these 

were mostly taken by Mike.  

Mike was born on October 

24, 1946 and passed away 

on January 20, 2021.  

Mike was an U.S. Air Force 

veteran.  Mike was 74 years young and had been battling illnesses 

for several years.  Those of us who have frequented the Monument 

Terrace Support the Troop Rally will surly miss him.  Mike was a Di-

rector of VVA Chapter 196, he will really be missed by all.  Mike 

was also a ham radio operator and he started coming to our group 

that met at Hardee’s Wednesday mornings. 

March 17th, 2021 
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The Monument Terrace Support 

The Troop Rally celebrated the 

1,000th week in a row celebration 

on January 29, 2021.  The Monu-

ment Terrace Support The Troops 

Rally has been every Friday from 

12:00 PM to 1:00 PM every Fri-

day continuously since October 

30, 2001.  There were Police, 

Fire, and Sheriffs had drive bys 

and several speakers.  A grand 

time was had by all who attended. 

 

 

Monument Terrace 1,000 Week Celebration 
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Monument Terrace Support The Troop Rally Poster (Front) 
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Monument Terrace Support The Troop Rally Poster (Back) 
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

