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Vietnam presumably taught us 

that the United States could 

not serve as the world’s police-

man; it should also have 

taught us the dangers of trying 

to be the world’s midwife 

to democracy when the birth is 

scheduled to take place 

under conditions of guerrilla war. 
–Jeane Kirkpatrick, 1979 

  

  

Some of the critics viewed Vi-

etnam as a morality play in 

which the wicked must be pun-

ished before the final curtain 

and where any attempt to sal-

vage self-respect from the 

outcome compounded the 

wrong. I viewed it as a genuine 

tragedy. No one had a monopoly 

on anguish. 
–Henry Kissinger, 1979 

  

It’s time that we recognized that 

ours was in truth a noble 

cause. 
–Ronald Reagan, Oct. 1980 

  

There is the guilt all soldiers feel 

for having broken the 

taboo against killing, a guilt as 

old as war itself. Add to 

this the soldier’s sense of shame 

for having fought in actions 

that resulted, indirectly or direct-

ly, in the deaths of 

civilians. Then pile on top of that 

an attitude of social 

opprobrium, an attitude that 

made the fighting man feel 

personally morally responsible 

for the war, and you get 

your proverbial walking time 

bomb. 
–Philip Caputo, 1982 

  
Above all, Vietnam was a war 

that asked everything of a 

few and nothing of most in Amer-

ica. 
–Myra MacPherson, 1984 
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To the members and associ-

ates of Chapter 196, 

      

     I hope this newsletter 

finds you and your family 

healthy and in good spirits. 

     Last month at our regular 

meeting, we had an average 

turn-out even though there 

was a cookout. I want to 

thank Jim and his wife Bren-

da for manning the grill and 

to everyone who brought a 

dish and/or stayed to help 

clean up. We practiced so-

cial distancing and every-

thing ran smoothly. We had 

plenty of food, so there was 

room for more members. 

     Good news if you are en-

rolled in the VA. Two weeks 

ago, Salem went into Phase 

III, which means they are up 

to 75% for face-to-face ap-

pointments. During the Com-

manders meeting (via 

phone), They stressed if you 

have a medical emergency, 

don’t put off a visit to their 

emergency room. The ER is 

still operating 24/7. You 

must wear a face mask at all 

times while on the property 

and you will be screened 

when arriving. 

     From August 29 – Sep-

tember 11, the Forest Rotary 

Club has their Field of Flags 

on display. It is on Graves 

Mill Road on the ACS 

grounds. Very impressive 

sight with the flags blowing 

in the breeze.  Every evening 

at 7:30 a bugler plays taps. 

Try and make it out. On the 

morning of the 11th, there 

will be a brief remembrance 

program beginning at 8:30. I 

go every year and you need 

to come. 

      Plan on attending the 

next meeting as we have 

prices on shirts with our logo 

and we will be taking orders 

at that time.  We will be or-

dering in bulk to save on 

shipping but we will not or-

der a whole lot of extra 

shirts, just enough to round 

out to the nearest dozen. We 

have a lot of new members 

that have been asking about 

shirts and now is the time to 

act.    

                                                                                                       

Keeping you informed, 

                                                                                                       

David Stokes 

                                                                                                        

President 

    

v 
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Minutes for August 11, 2020 Membership Meeting 

    Chapter President David 

Stokes called the meeting to 

order at 7:30 PM followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance and 

draping of the POW/MIA flag. 

Motion was made and 

passed to dispense reading 

of the minutes of the last 

meeting. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

    

 MEMBERSHIP   VVA-214  

members    AVVA-32 mem-

bers 

 

 FINANCIAL   Report was giv-

en by Financial Secretary. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

    State Council did not have 

their meeting as planned 

last week. Might meet in 

September or October. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

    Costs associated with 

printing The Veteran were 

too high and the magazine 

could not be printed this 

quarter. 

 

    Jim Purdy told those in 

attendance that he would 

take orders for long sleeve 

white shirts and Fran Crowd-

er would embroider the VVA 

logo on them. Total cost of 

the shirt would be $20. Jim 

also posted a picture on the 

website of the shirt with the 

logo. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 

PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

 

Robert Crowder, Secretary 

VVA Chapter 196 

    

As you read above, Fran Crowder, AVVA member, has offered to 

place the VVA logo on a shirt.  Jim Purdy can get a shirt for $10, or 

Fran can put the logo on the shirt of your choice.  As you can see 

by the picture, the logo is very detailed.  Fran is doing this not to 

make money, but as a fundraiser for the AVVA, only deducting the 

cost of the backing and the thread, the remainder is donated to 

the AVVA.  Fran is doing the logo for only $10.  Lets help Fran by 

letting her put the logo on a shirt you will be proud of.  You can  

contact Fran or Robert Crowder for your logo  
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    On Wednesday, April 25, 2018, over 

four decades after the end of the Vi-

etnam War, a new memorial was dedi-

cated at Arlington National Cemetery. 

The new monument is located near the 

Tomb of The Unknowns. 

    This brief video by the Army Times 

gives a brief report on the event. A very 

large crowd was present to hear speech-

es from both military dignitaries and a 

Representative from Congress who was 

instrumental in getting this new memori-

al constructed on those hallowed 

grounds. 

    The new monument is dedicated to 

the 5,000 helicopter pilots and crew 

members who gave their last full meas-

ure in service to their brethren during the 

Vietnam War. 

 

Source: YouTube/Military Times 

Retired Army Maj. Gen. Carl McNair dedicates the 

monument to Vietnam Veterans living and de-

ceased. 

    This is a very important monument for 

all Vietnam Veterans. Vietnam was a true 

helicopter war in the sense that those 

pilots were not only our principle 

transport into and out of the bush, but 

they kept us supplied, they often had to 

come in under intense enemy fire to 

medivac our wounded brothers out of 

the field and back to the necessary, 

more sophisticated medical care. 

    Because of the skill of these helicop-

ter pilots, more wounded warriors were 

able to survive their wounds than in any 

war in our history up to that point. Many 

of these pilots were our close-in air sup-

port, spotting and attacking the enemy 

from above when we were in the thick of 

it with VC, or NVA forces. 

 

Source: U.S. Department of Defense 

CH-47 Chinook Helicopter Brings In Sling Load Of 

Artillery Ammunition During Operation Bolling. 

    These pilots were among the bravest 

of warriors in Vietnam. They were legend-

ary for their courage and determination 

to keep the enemy off of us, or to come 

into the middle of it and resupply us and 

to retrieve our wounded and KIA broth-

ers, or to get us the hell out of harm’s 

way. Some did very important and dan-

gerous work in search and rescue mis-

sions to find downed pilots. 

    In every case, they did not hesitate to 

do what was necessary to help the 

troops on the ground. 

 

Source: YouTube/Military Times 

The monument carries special significance to all 

Vietnam veterans.. 

    They, more often than not, would ab-

sorb tremendous amounts of rifle, ma-

chine gun, and rocket fire as they came 

to our aid. They were our angels in the 

sky. 

    There is not a single Vietnam veteran 

that does not stop and look up when he 

hears helicopter rotor blades overhead. 

We all remember the distinctive “wop-

wop-wop-wop” sounds that the Hueys 

and the heavier, deeper sounds that the 

46s or the 47s made in the distance 

coming to our aid or to get us out of the 

bush. 

There was no more welcome sound. 

 
Source: Pixabay 

Marines exit a “Huey” prepared for combat during 

the Vietnam War. 

    It would take a few books to recount 

and remember the heroism and commit-

ment of all of the helicopter pilots and 

crews. For example, one could be written 

about door gunners alone. They were 

fiercely brave. They were always a target 

for the enemy, but they poured out de-

fensive and offensive fire for us with a 

steely courage. 

    We who were the beneficiaries of the 

efforts of these helicopter pilots and 

crews members will never forget what 

they meant to us and what they did for 

us. That they have their own monument 

and memorial in such an august and 

hallowed place at Arlington National 

Cemetery means everything to them and 

to we who owe our lives to them. Their 

sacrifices will never be forgotten.  

    The Veterans Site humbly offers its 

deepest respect and thanks to all who 

served as helicopter pilots and crew 

members from 1961 to 1975 in Vi-

etnam. You were often the very slim dif-

ference between life and death for the 

troops on the ground.  

    We honor those Army, Navy, Air Force 

and Marine Corps helicopter pilots and 

crew members with our sincere pledge 

to never forget. 

A New Monument At Arlington Has Special Significance To All Vietnam Veterans T H E  V E T E R A N  S I T E . C O M      B Y  D A N  D O Y L E  

https://www.militarytimes.com/video/2018/04/23/fallen-vietnam-pilots-crew-members-honored-with-monument-at-arlington-national-cemetery/
https://science.dodlive.mil/2011/11/08/ten-technologies-a-brief-look-at-military-evolution-helicopters/
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    Dan Bullock, a boy from Brooklyn, was the 

youngest American killed in the war. 

 
    Pfc. Dan Bullock, in his Marine dress  

blues.Credit...Bettmann/Getty Images 

    Dan Bullock was killed instantly, seems to 

be the case. But since the other three Ma-

rines in the 5-foot-by-7-foot bunker with him 

at the An Hoa combat base were also killed, 

it’s hard to say for sure. 

The night of June 6, 1969, had been quiet, 

and guarding the airstrip at Delta sector was 

supposed to be an easy watch. Some of the 

Marines were even drinking beers. 

    Neal Rairden was a bunker or two down, 

just 15 yards away, when North Vietnamese 

commandos tossed a pack of explosives. 

“When the bomb went off that blew up their 

bunker, no one could’ve lived,” said Mr. 

Rairden, who was a private first class at the 

time. “I’m serious. It was the most horrific 

thing. It was a satchel charge you throw in, 

and blow the whole thing up.” 

    The other three Americans in the bunker 

were men, as we generally define the term, 

but Bullock was not. Just 15 years old, he 

would be the youngest American killed in the 

Vietnam War. He had been there just a few 

weeks. 
    An article on the front page of The New 

York Times in 1969 explained: “Dan Bullock 

was born Dec. 21, 1953. When he enlisted in 

the Marines last Sept. 18, he was 14. Penta-

gon officials said his birth certificate had 

been adjusted to show the year as 1949 so 

that he could pass for 18.” 

    As his younger sister Gloria Bullock put it 

recently, her voice flat with the interceding 

50 years, “He was a kid.” 

 

 
At An Hoa combat base — on the airstrip Dan Bullock was 

guarding when he was killed — CH-46 Sea Knight helicop-

ters airlifted Marines.Credit...Zip Lexing/Alamy 

    At An Hoa combat base — on the airstrip 

Dan Bullock was guarding when he was killed 

— CH-46 Sea Knight helicopters airlifted Ma-

rines.  

    Having moved with his family from 

Goldsboro, N.C., a few years earlier, after the 

death of his mother, Dan Bullock was living in 

the Williamsburg neighborhood of Brooklyn 

when he enlisted, against his father’s wishes. 

He apparently did not inform his family until 

he had his papers. Once he learned, Dan’s 

father, Brother Bullock, said that “his son’s 

enthusiasm about the service kept the family 

from notifying officials about his age,” ac-

cording to The Times. 

    Despite his youth, he was physically solid — 

at about 5 feet 9 inches and 160 pounds — 

and managed to get through the notoriously 

grueling Marine boot camp at Parris Island, 

S.C., and then on to Vietnam without being 

found out. 

    He ended up in Quang Nam Province, on 

the An Hoa combat base, 25 miles south-

southwest of the coastal city of Da Nang. 

Much of Quang Nam was a “free-fire zone,” 

where United States troops were authorized 

to use their weapons at will. 

    Steve Piscitelli was a lance corporal in the 

Marines who had enlisted at 18. He met Bull-

ock as the two arrived at An Hoa and were 

assigned to Second Platoon of Fox Company, 

which had been depleted by heavy losses. 

    Mr. Piscitelli noticed Bullock’s awkward 

reticence right away. 

    “He’s bigger, stronger, faster, but I felt like 

he was my little brother. It’s a strange feeling, 

I took him under my wing,” Mr. Piscitelli said. 

“He wouldn’t speak. Every once in a while, 

he’d say a few words. But he seemed out of 

place.” 

 
Sitting on the steps of his home, Brother Bullock, Dan 

Bullock’s father, holding a picture of his son. June 16, 

1969.Credit...Bettmann/Getty Images 

    Bullock had plans to become a firefighter or 

police officer once he returned stateside. In 

letters home, he said he missed his family 

and reported that he did not have any holes 

in him yet. 

    The hardened troops — who sometimes 

spent up to 30 days out on patrols — were 

immediately wary of the boy, though. 

    “It’s hard to describe, but they had the 

instinct of a combat veteran, and they picked 

up on something in Dan,” Mr. Piscitelli ex-

plained. “They’re superstitious about a lot of 

things, but with Dan, they were dead on.   

   There was no superstition. He was younger, 

and he didn’t belong. And his actions, hiding, 

he wanted to keep his secret. So he was act-

ing strange.” 

    The day after Bullock died, President Rich-

ard M. Nixon announced, at a meeting on 

Midway Island with the South Vietnamese 

president, Nguyen Van Thieu, that the United 

States would begin the first deliberate troop 

drawdowns of the war. These reductions 

would be coupled with “Vietnamization,” the 

process of handing over the fighting to the 

South Vietnamese army. And while the war 

would churn on for years — killing roughly 

14,000 more Americans and hundreds of 

thousands of Vietnamese — this felt like the 

beginning of the end.  

 

 

 

     CONTINUED on Page 5 
 

He Enlisted at 14, Went to Vietnam at 15 and Died a Month Later   
New York Times By Brian Thomas Gallagher,  June 7, 2019 

https://timesmachine.nytimes.com/timesmachine/1969/06/13/90110786.html?pageNumber=1
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    By the summer of 1969, the Vietnam War 

was a lost cause, and had been for some 

time, in the minds of many, including some 

senior Pentagon staff members, State De-

partment officials, the Washington intelli-

gentsia and the foreign press corps — not to 

mention the former secretary of defense and 

chief architect of the war, Robert McNamara. 

 

 
Nguyen Van Thieu, president of South Vietnam, and 

President Richard M. Nixon, on Midway Island. June 8, 

1969.Credit...Associated Press 

 

    It wasn’t exactly “Declare victory and get 

out,” as Senator George Aiken had famously 

suggested the United States do back in 

1966, but it was the start of Nixon’s “peace 

with honor” initiative. 

    “The great tragedy of that period, which 

began in 1969, was that nobody in positions 

of command and power really thought the 

war could be won,” said Max Hastings, the 

author of “Vietnam: An Epic Tragedy, 1945-

1975.” “The number of people Nixon and 

Kissinger were willing to preside over dying 

while trying to make this look not as bad was 

extremely cynical.” 

    As for Vietnamization, Hastings said, it was 

really just “Vietnamizing the corpses.” 

    None of that geopolitical theater especially 

mattered when the satchel charge came 

through the firing slot of Dan Bullock’s bun-

ker, though. 

 

 
As part of the first American troop drawdowns of the war, 

Marines departed Vietnam at Da Nang. July 14, 

1969.Credit...Associated Press 

 

    Earlier that day, while daylight was still 

with him, Dan had taken a flatbed transport 

vehicle, known as a mule, to get a load of 

ammunition for himself and the other men 

who had “set lines” for the night. 

    Shortly after midnight, North Vietnamese 

“sappers” — what the Americans called the 

elite stealth troops — crept through the 

barbed wire around the bunker encamp-

ment. 

    “Everyone was alert,” Mr. Piscitelli said, 

“but that doesn’t mean much because the 

enemy sappers were excellent. They were so 

quiet. They must have crawled under the 

wire and tossed the thing, and that was the 

signal for the attack. They blew up another 

bunker and hit another bunker with an RPG” 

— a rocket-propelled grenade. 

Mr. Rairden added, “We heard they were in 

the lines, and after the bunker blew up, it 

went big.” 

    After the initial explosions, waves of North 

Vietnamese came at the Marines, in combat 

that got so close as to be literally be hand-to-

hand. By dawn, five Marines had been killed, 

but the attack had been repelled. 

     Despite the platoon’s intuitions about 

Bullock being somehow apart from their 

ranks, none of the Marines knew the truth 

until a few days later. A Time magazine re-

porter named Wallace Terry made his way to 

the air base and started asking questions 

about the boy, and told the platoon members 

his age. 

    “That’s the first we heard of it,” Mr. Pis-

citelli said. “I should’ve known he was 15, I 

should’ve guessed it.” 

    According to the Department of Defense at 

the time, Dan Bullock was possibly the 

youngest American service member killed in 

combat since World War I, and has almost 

certainly remained so. 

    “The war was a comedy of horror. It was 

just as surreal as any Joseph Heller book,” 

said Mr. Piscitelli, who was eventually sent 

home from Vietnam after being wounded 

three separate times. “Decisions were 

placed in the hands of teenagers. It was a 

teenager war. At this whole battle of Delta 

sector, there was not one officer there.” 

    As for what may have drawn Bullock to the 

Marines in the first place, Christian Appy, a 

professor at the University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst and the author of “American Reck-

oning: The Vietnam War and Our National 

Identity,” said that for many African-

Americans, the military was a particular kind 

of prospect. 

    “There were people who would say — older 

uncles and fathers who would say — ‘Listen, 

in our society, yeah, the military might be 

authoritarian and hierarchical, but it’s more 

of a meritocracy, there’s more opportunity 

for people like us than practically any other 

area of American society,’” Prof. Appy said. 

    “‘If you do your job, you’re going to get a 

steady paycheck, you might get promoted. 

You might learn some skills.’” 

But as the Vietnam War went on, that prom-

ise faded.  

    Prof. Appy added: “More and more African-

Americans, including guys in the military, 

were saying, ‘You know, we achieved the 

right to be cannon fodder in a war that 

seems increasingly senseless and even un-

just — and a blatant reminder that while 

we’re being sent 10,000 miles away in the 

name of democracy, we’re being denied 

those democratic rights still in the United 

States.’ A contradiction that King and every 

civil rights leader was drawing attention to.” 

It’s a contradiction deepened by Dan Bull-

ock’s age, and the fact that he should have 

been in high school, not in a bunker in 

Quang Nam Province. 

    As Bullock’s father told a Times reporter in 

1969, “My son had no business in that 

damn war.” 

    In 2003, a portion of Lee Avenue in Brook-

lyn, near where Dan lived, was renamed for 

him, and a highway marker commemorating 

his service was installed in Goldsboro in 

2017. 
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

