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    Big John's son Little John did badly in 

high school, and the police caught him 

selling dope. So he joined the Army while 

the Vietnam War was going on. And the 

first time he came home in uniform, I 

never saw Big John so happy, because it 

looked to him as though Little John was all 

straightened out and would amount to 

something. But then Little John came 

home in a body bag. 
KURT VONNEGUT, Bluebeard 

 

    During the day on Monday, Washington 

time, the airport at Saigon came under 

persistent rocket as well as artillery fire 

and was effectively closed. The military 

situation in the area deteriorated rapidly. I 

therefore ordered the evacuation of all 

American personnel remaining in South 

Vietnam. 
GERALD FORD, statement announcing the 

evacuation of U.S. personnel from the Republic 

of Vietnam, April 29, 1975 

 

    For nine years following 1945 we de-

nied the people of Vietnam the right of 

independence. For nine years we vigor-

ously supported the French in their abor-

tive effort to recolonize Vietnam. Before 

the end of the war we were meeting eighty 

percent of the French war costs. Even 

before the French were defeated at Dien 

Bien Phu, they began to despair of their 

reckless action, but we did not. We en-

couraged them with our huge financial 

and military supplies to continue the war 

even after they had lost the will. Soon we 

would be paying almost the full costs of 

this tragic attempt at recolonization. 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., speech at Riverside 

Church in New York City, "A Time to Break Si-

lence", April 4, 1967 

 

    I think we have all underestimated the 

seriousness of this situation. Like giving 

cobalt treatment to a terminal cancer 

case. I think a long protracted war will 

disclose our weakness, not our strength. 
GEORGE W. BALL, remarks to U.S. President 

Lyndon Johnson during a White House meeting, 

July 21, 1965 

 

    In revealing the workings of government 

that led to the Vietnam War, the newspa-

pers nobly did precisely that which the 

Founders hoped and trusted they would 

do. 
HUGO L. BLACK, judicial opinion, June 30, 1971 

 

    The Vietnam War is more than 50 years 

old and veterans of that conflict are aging. 

We need to get them to share their stories 

and experiences during the war with 

young people who know very little about it. 
RODNEY WHATLEY, "PSC Theater Director Bridg-

ing Gaps With Play About Vietnam War", Pen-

sacola State College News, October 18, 2016 
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To members and as-

sociates of Chapter 

196, 

 

     As we enter into 

the dog days of sum-

mer (heat and hu-

midity) and watching 

the troop pull-out, I 

and probably you 

have had flashbacks 

some fifty years ago 

in Saigon. 

 

    Deja`vu  all over 

again.  The war is 

over (right!). But I'll 

bet we will be de-

ploying troops again 

in some foreign 

country. Just my two 

cents worth. 

 

     We have been 

conducting our 

meetings in person 

for the past several 

months, but who 

knows what will hap-

pen next. 

 

      For the first time 

ever all five officers 

will be attending the 

National Convention 

in Greensboro, NC in 

November. Read the 

next "Veteran" and if 

you have any ques-

tions about the elec-

tions or questions 

about the people 

running for at large 

directors, speak up 

at out meeting as I 

will try to answer 

them. If I don't know, 

I will find out and re-

port back to you. 

 

Keeping you in-

formed, 

David Stokes 

President 
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Minutes for August 10, 2021 Membership Meeting 

    Chapter President David Stokes called the meeting to order at 

7:00PM followed by The Pledge of Allegiance, Prayer and draping of the 

POW/MIA banner.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 

    MEMBERSHIP VVA-200 members AVVA-31  

 

    FINANCIAL Report was given by Financial Secretary.  

 

    OLD BUSINESS Cookout at Liberty Lake Park in July was held and a 

few of      our chapter members attended.  

 

    NEW BUSINESS Freedom Fest will be held in Buchanan in September 

for 3 consecutive weekends; 11-12, 18- 19 and 25-26. Quilts of Valor 

will be held on Aug 15th. Jim Fishel will be presented with a quilt. A mo-

tion was made and seconded to reimburse our chapter president for 

travel charges incurred for his attendance at veterans funeral services. 

Motion passed.  

 

    Meeting adjourned at 7:45.  

 

Respectfully submitted Robert Crowder, Secretary VVA Chapter 196  
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    I never had the opportunity while in the Marine Corps to parachute. Thanks 

to the invite from "Veterans & Athletes United" to join others veterans on Satur-

day, July 31 to do a "Tandem Jump" just over 14,000 ft. and it was indeed a 

thrill. I turn 75 next month, so now I can check this off my bucket list. The little 

"dot" over the top of his right arm is the perfectly good plane we were in.  

    All, jumped at 14,000 ft. and landed smoothly on our butts.  Seabee Jim Ten-

nant did it as well.  Can't wait to see his video. 

    The VAU organization is doing another offer in the Fall for veterans to jump 

tandem FREE.  Usual cost is $300. for jump and $150. for video.  Whose 

next?   

 

To see Steve’s Jump, watch the video at the follow in link: https://

www.dropbox.com/sh/rclzsk7qx99jmiq/AACog25zEdQDSMobKVJ3AB-wa?dl=0 
 

STEVE BOZEMAN JUMPS FROM 14,000 FEET 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rclzsk7qx99jmiq/AACog25zEdQDSMobKVJ3AB-wa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rclzsk7qx99jmiq/AACog25zEdQDSMobKVJ3AB-wa?dl=0
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    Steady progress has been made and we need only 50 more sailors to sign up to reach the DMV mini-

mum of 450. 

 

    There has been an effort underway for at least two years now, to identify at least 450 Virginia residents 

to sign up for a "vanity" auto license plate dedicated to the US Navy.  This effort has been led by Capt. 

Roger Hirsh, USN, retired. Requests for vanity plates must be sponsored by a member of the House of 

Delegates.  Roger has a Delegate lined up.  Now we just need another 100 or so interested Navy folks to 

reach the 450 goal.  Information on the program can be found at  https://www.facebook.com/groups/

NAVY.PLATE.VA .  

 

    This effort has been underway for at least three years now, to identify at least 450 Virginia residents to 

sign up for a "vanity" auto license plate dedicated to the US Navy.  This effort has been led by Capt Roger 

Hirsh, USN, retired. Requests for vanity plates must be sponsored by a member of the House of Dele-

gates.  Roger has a Delegate lined up.  Now we just need another 50 or so interested Navy folks to reach 

the 450 goal.   

 

    Have you ever wondered why all of the other military services have special Virginia DMV auto license 

plates but NOT the U.S. Navy?  Especially in VIrginia? Well if you want one, an initiative is underway now 

to make this happen.  Please access the following website for information on how to join the ef-

fort:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/NAVY.PLATE.VA .  This is legit!   

 Ahoy Navy Veterans! FROM Don Sutherland VVA Chapter 227 

    Hanoi Radio announces that the 

Vietcong have shot POW and US Army 

Sergeant Harold G. Bennett. Harold 

Bennett and Charles Crafts were 

MACV advisors to an ARVN unit oper-

ating in Phuoc Tuy Province, South 

Vietnam. A native of Maine, Crafts had 

been in country about 1 month. On 

the afternoon of December 29, 1964, 

Bennett, Crafts and their ARVN unit 

made contact with Viet Cong guerrillas 

and the unit engaged in a firefight. 

During the firefight, both were taken 

prisoner.  

    By early 1965, Crafts and Bennett 

joined other prisoners held by the Viet 

Cong. Those who returned supplied 

information on the fates of those who 

did not. In late spring, 1965, Bennett 

began to refuse food. This was not an 

uncommon occurrence among prison-

ers suffering dysentery, malnutrition, 

malaise, injury and other ills that were 

common among prisoners of war in 

the South. 

    Normally, the other prisoners 

worked hard to prevent further illness 

by forcing food on the POW who re-

fused food, provided the sick man 

was not isolated. Returned POWs re-

port the death of several men from 

the cycle of illness-refusal to eat-

depression-starvation. Bennett did not 

die of starvation, however. The Viet-

namese National Liberation Front 

(NLF) announced on Radio Hanoi on 

June 24, 1965 that Bennett had been 

shot in retaliation for Viet Cong terror-

ist Tran Van Dong’s execution by 

South Vietnam. He was the first POW 

to be executed in retaliation. When 

the war ended in 1973, the Vietnam-

ese listed Bennett as having died in 

captivity.  

    They did not return his remains. He 

is one of nearly 2400 Americans still 

missing in Southeast Asia. 

 

 Sergeant Harold G. Bennett (June 1965) First Prisoner Executed 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/NAVY.PLATE.VA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NAVY.PLATE.VA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/NAVY.PLATE.VA
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        Over fifty years ago at this time, 6,000 Ma-

rines, a battalion of South Vietnamese ARVN 

soldiers and a handful of Navy Seabees and Air 

Force controllers were under siege by up to 

40,000 fully equipped and well trained and well 

supplied North Vietnamese Army (NVA) troops.   

    This video is the second part of a multi-part 

documentary on the battle at Khe Sanh. I was 

there with my brothers from Bravo Co. 3rd Recon 

Bn. 3rd Marine Division.  

    This section of the documentary is about what 

we were undergoing during the month of Febru-

ary of 1968, a long fifty years ago now. The siege 

began on January 21, 1968 at around 5:30 in 

the morning with a massive barrage of NVA artil-

lery, mortar and rocket fire. By this time in Febru-

ary, we were living underground in quickly con-

structed bunkers connected by 8′ deep trench-

es.  

    We were being bombarded by the NVA big 

guns on a daily basis, often around the 

clock. Our supplies had to be parachuted into us 

because the NVA were knocking out too many 

cargo planes as they landed on the base airstrip 

 

Source: YouTube/War Stories 

Military strategy and planning was key in Vietnam. 

    We were eating only C-rations and drinking 

Kool-Aid flavored water. But we were holding our 

own and waiting for what we all expected to be a 

full-on assault on the base.   

    We were eating only C-rations and drinking 

Kool-Aid flavored water. But we were holding our 

own and waiting for what we all expected to be a 

full-on assault on the base.     You will get a pic-

ture of what the base looked like at this time and 

see what efforts were being undertaken to de-

fend that base and to insure that it would no be 

another Dien Bien Phu. 

    As a member of the Khe Sanh Veterans Asso-

ciation, I dedicate this video to our brothers who 

fell in defense of Khe Sanh.   

 

Source: YouTube/War Stories 

Marines in Vietnam shell the NVA with mortar fire. 

    The Veterans Site honors all who fought so 

hard and with such gallantry at Khe Sanh 50 

years ago at this time.   We also say “Welcome 

Home” to all those who came home and remain 

brothers today.  Hope to see you all at the Khe 

Sanh Veterans 50th Anniversary reunion in 

Washington, D.C. in August.   

 

Marines In Vietnam Endured Days Of Shelling From The NVA, And Worse T H E  V E T E R A N  S I T E . C O M     B Y  D A N  

D O Y L E  
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Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran... 

www.vva.org 

www.vva-vasc.org   

The  Vietnam Veterans of America associa-

tion is a "home of our own" - a community of 

fellowship with people who share your expe-

riences, needs, and hopes for the future. 

Agent Orange is still with us and our num-

bers are dwindling, probably at a much fast-

er rate then we would like it. That makes it 

even more important for Vietnam Veterans 

to have a viable and strong organization to 

represent us in Washington 

Membership is open to U.S. armed force 

veterans who served on active duty (for oth-

er than training purposes) in the Republic of 

Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7, 

1975, or in any duty location between Aug. 

5, 1964 and May 7, 1975. 

To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either 

cut out the application and give it to the Vet 

or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter 

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of 

their DD-214 with their membership applica-

tion is required. 

Families, friends, supporters, and veterans 

of other eras can join the Associates of Vi-

etnam Veterans of America and receive the 

same benefits, including a subscription to 

The VVA Veteran. 

http://www.vva-vasc.org

