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To the members and associates of Chapter 196, At
last months meeting, I explained the changes to our by
-laws which was clarified by
Leslie DeLong, chairperson of
the Constitution and By-laws
Committee. I also gave the
same presentation at the
chapters who were in attendance at the State Council
meeting in Woodstock.
Tom Current and Jim Tennant received a Quilt of Valor
at the American Legion for
their service to our country. If
you have not received a quilt
and would like to receive one,
then contact George Kolar at
(434)660-6348. He will forward the information to the
Quilt Committee.
At the monthly meeting of
the Military Order of the
World Wars, Steve Bozeman
and I were bestowed the honor of being the first recipients
of the MOWW Patriot award.
This is an acknowledgement
for service, support, and contributions to the principles
and programs espoused by
The Order, as stated in the
MOWW Preamble and the
bylaws of that chapter.

Speaking on behalf of Steve
and myself, it was quite an
honor to receive this citation.
November 11, we will hold
our annual Veterans Day ceremony at Monument Terrace.
Mike Brady will be the MC.
After the program, you are
invited to Valor Farm for their
Veterans Day program beginning at 4:00.
November 11 is the 40th
anniversary of the dedication
of The Wall in Washington.
VVA National president, Jack
McManus has put together a
Massing of the Colors as a
way to show our respect and
love for our 58,281 brothers
and sisters. He has invited
our 48 VVA State Councils to
be represented by a color
guard. Jim Purdy and I have
been selected to be part of
the Virginia Color Guard at
the program. McManus
states, “ We are the last Vietnam War survivors. Let us
show the American public
that we have not forgotten.
Join us in a salute to those
we lost and those of us still
surviving...” This event is to
recognize the 9.2 million veterans who served with us
during the Vietnam era. I am
looking forward to this event,
as I am usually involved with
the Monument Terrace Veterans Day program. I hope you
will attend one of the programs on Veterans Day and
be sure to check out the various places that have specials
that day. Next meeting is on
November 8th at 7:00 pm.
Be sure to vote.
Keeping you informed,
David Stokes, President

Vietnam Quotes

We are not about to send American boys
nine or ten thousand miles away from
home to do what Asian boys ought to be
doing for themselves.
LYNDON B. JOHNSON, speech at Akron University, October 21, 1964

Vietnam was no mistake -- it was a war
crime.
YALE MAGRASS, "Vietnam Was No Mistake--It
Was a War Crime", LA Progressive, August 26,
2016

The war is simply an obscenity, a depraved act by weak and miserable men,
including all of us who have allowed it to
go on and on with endless fury and destruction -- all of us who would have remained silent had stability and order been
secured. It is not pleasant to say such
words, but candor permits no less.
NOAM CHOMSKY, introduction, American Power
and the New Mandarins

The difference between the Vietnam War
and the Second World War for instance,
was that there was no set lines, there
wasn't us here and them over there. They
were all around us. Individuals in the
street would be going about their business
during the day, and during the night time
those individuals would put on the classic
black pajamas Viet Cong sort of thing, and
they would do all sorts of things, blow
things up, kill people. It was very difficult,
we were always on edge and could never
relax at all, because you did not know who
was your enemy.
NORM OGDEN, "Angaston's Vietnam veteran
reflects on war", Barossa & Light Herald, April
24, 2017

The Americans won't win. They're not
fighting for their homeland. They just want
to be good. In order to be good, they just
have to fight awhile and then leave.
DENIS JOHNSON, Tree of Smoke

Looking back now on the Vietnam war, I
feel nothing but sorrow for my own naivete
in believing that the Communists were
revolutionaries worthy of support. In fact,
they betrayed the Vietnamese people and
deceived progressives throughout the
world. The responsibility for the tragedies
that have engulfed my compatriots is
mine. And now I can only bear witness to
this truth so that all former supporters of
the Vietcong may share their responsibility
with me.
DOAN VAN TOAI, "A Lament for Vietnam", New
York Times Magazine, March 29, 1981
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Minutes for October 11, 2022 Membership Meeting
The meeting was called to
order at 7:30 PM by Chapter President David Stokes,
,followed by the Pledge of
Allegiance, draping of the
MIA Flag and opening prayer.

ation to be determined by
the family.
OLD BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

Crowder. David has been
checking on T-shirts thru a
company named Ad-Zig.
The members present voted to donate $100 to Presbyterian Cemetery. Tom
Current and Jim Tennant
received a Quilt of Valor on
Oct 8 at the American Legion.

NEW BUSINESS
Chapter 196 by-laws were
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
revised. Veterans Day cerFinancial In the absence of emony is to be held at
the Chairperson, David
Monument Terrace. David
Stokes read the financial
Stokes will be attending
Respectfully submitted,
report.
the 40th anniversary of
Robert Crowder, Secretary
the Wall in DC on Memori- VVA Chapter 196
Membership VVA-209
al Day. State Council to be
members AVVA-29 memheld the weekend of Oct
bers
24 and 25th in Woodstock, Virginia. Delegates
Chaplain Chaplain Will
going to represent the
Strong reported that John Chapter are David Stokes,
Mason passed away. Visit- Jim Purdy and Robert
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Six Foot Huey Door Gunner?
Pvt Marcus Mudd tries to cram his 6ft frame into the gunners seat of a
Huey. Marcus was a relative of the Dr. Mudd who infamously worked on
John Wilkes Booth and became an outcast for it. Marcus has scheduled a
deferment interview for his draft notice as he had been accepted to college
but decided to skip it for going to a football game instead. When the game
was over.
Memoirs in diary form, PFC William Sirtola as written by Jeremy Jones

The M67 Grenade
The M67 grenade has a spheroidal steel body that contains composition
B explosive. It uses the M213 pyrotechnic delay fuse. The M67 grenade
weighs 14 oz in total. The safety pin prevents the safety lever, or "spoon"
on the grenade from moving and releasing the spring-loaded striker
which initiates the grenade's fuse assembly.
The M67 is typically known as a "baseball" grenade, because it is shaped
like a ball that can be easily thrown.
The M67 can be thrown 98 to 115 ft by the average male soldier. Its fuse
delays detonation between 4 and 5 seconds after the spoon is released.
Steel fragments (not to be confused with shrapnel) are provided by the
grenade body and produce an injury radius of 15 meters (49 ft), with a
fatality radius of 5 meters (16 ft), though some fragments can disperse
as far out as 250 meters (820 ft).

Page 3

Vol 13 Issue 9

Page 4

John R. Mason, II, A Marine who will be missed
John Mason passed away in October. John R Mason, II was both
a Marine and an Army soldier. John was an active duty Marine
from May 67 to March 71 and in the Marine Reserves from March
71 to April 73 and left as an E-6 (SSGT). John Joined the Army
National Guard From May 76 to September 95 and left as an E-8
(MSGT). John was trained as a crypto repairman and was a recruiter in the National Guard. John’s happy face was always at
VVA-196 meetings, Monument Terrace, American Legion Post
274, Marine Corps League, and the Amherst VFW Post 9877.
John repaired many tombstones at the City Cemetery for many
years. John will be missed by many. Rest In Peace. Semper Fi

Water Crossings
Water crossings, unless the current was swift meant one thing...leeches. We carried our "leech sticks" that we had whittled flat to
scrape them off our pant legs and sleeves. Because
of the heat the chaffing, we never wore underwear.
After a chest deep crossing we dropped our pants
and checked our "front area" for them, the guy behind you checked your bee-hind and so on down the
line. Leeches always go for the softest skin, which is
in the most inconvenient places. The insect repellent that the army gave us for mosquitos was worthless for those, but worked well for removing leeches. Once they were removed my wounds from there
bites always got infected, they told us that a leech
could carry diseases of who ever else it bit.
Urey from C Company always told everyone, "out
there is a granddaddy leech somewhere, he’s 6ft
around and 20ft long, and he will bite your balls
clean off.
-personal memoirs PFC William Sirtola Bravo Company.
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Chapter 196
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Lynchburg, VA, 24504

www.vva.org
www.vva-vasc.org

Give This to a Fellow Vietnam Veteran...
The Vietnam Veterans of America association is a "home of our own" - a community of
fellowship with people who share your experiences, needs, and hopes for the future.
Agent Orange is still with us and our numbers are dwindling, probably at a much faster rate then we would like it. That makes it
even more important for Vietnam Veterans
to have a viable and strong organization to
represent us in Washington

Membership is open to U.S. armed force
veterans who served on active duty (for other than training purposes) in the Republic of
Vietnam between Feb.. 28, 1961 and May 7,
1975, or in any duty location between Aug.
5, 1964 and May 7, 1975.
To have a fellow Vietnam Veteran join, either
cut out the application and give it to the Vet
or better yet, give your copy of our newsletter

to him or her. Don’t forget that a copy of
their DD-214 with their membership application is required.
Families, friends, supporters, and veterans
of other eras can join the Associates of Vietnam Veterans of America and receive the
same benefits, including a subscription to
The VVA Veteran.

